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SUBJECT: PRESSURES MOUNT EOR UNILATERAL ACTION FOR 200-MILE 
LOS JURISDICTION 

REE: OTTAWA 2750 

1. PRESSURE HAS BEEN MOUNTING ON GOC TO ESTABLISH 100-MILE 
LIMIT, PARTICULARLY IN CANADIAN EAST COAST WATERS. THESE 
HAVE COME EROM THREE DIFFERENCE DIRECTIONS: 1) A PETITION 
WITH 100,000 SIGNATURRES HAS BEEN PRESENTED TO THE HOUSE 
OF COMMONS CALLING FOR UNILATERAL DECLARATION OF CANADIAN 
CONTROL OF FISHING ON THE CONTINENTAL SHELF; 2) MP'S 
FROM MARITIME PROVINCES CONTINUE TO PRESS GOC FOR SUCH ACTION; 
AND 3) FROM MARITIME PROVINCIAL MINISTERS WHO HAVE COMMUNI- 
CATED WITH FEDERAL OFEICIALS TO EXPRESS THEIR GROWING 
BITTERNESS OVER EAILURE OE EEDERAL GOVERNMENT TO PRO- 
CLAIM 200-MILE LIMIT. 
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CONTINUES TO STATE ITS POSITION THAT UNILATERAL ACTION 

WOULD NOT BE PROPITIOUS AT THIS TIME ALTHOUGH IT REMAINS 

A VIABLE OPTION. CLOSURE OE EASTERN 

PORTS TO SOVIET VESSELS REPRESENTS AN EFEORT 

BY GOC TO RESPOND TO MARITIME CONCERN AND DIMINISH 

WRATH OF THOSE PROVINCES REGARDING THE DEPLETION OE 

EASTERN EISHING RESOURCES. GOC HAS ALSO REITERATED IN 

PARLIAMENT ITS DESIRE TO OBTAIN A 40 PERCENT REDUCTION 

IN IICNAE QUOTAS AT EORTHCOMING ICNAE CONFERENCE; THIS 

MOVE HAS BEEN EULLY ENDORSED BY THE HOUSE. TO SUPPORT 

ITS POSITION GOC DID ANNOUNCE IN HOUSE OE COMMONS THAT 

IT HAS EXPRESSED TO THE DEPARTMENT OF NATIONAL DEFENCE 

ITS DESIRE THAT CANADA'S MILITARY ESTABLISHMENT INCREASE 

SURVEILLANCE OE OEFSHORE WATERS, AND THAT IT IS PURSUING BILATERAL 

DISCUSSIONS WITH OTHER COUNTRIES TO BRING A HALT TO EXCESSIVE 

EISHING BY EOREIGN VESSELS. 

3. COMMENT: GOC IS OBVIOUSLY HOPEEUL THAT CLOSING OE 

PORTS TO SOVIET VESSELS WILL DIMINISH PRESSURE 

EOR UNILATERAL ACTION. GOC IS PROBABLY 

RELUCTANT TO ACT UNILATERALLY SINCE IT IS COMMITTED TO 

THE LOS NEGOTIATIONS AND WOULD MUCH PREFER TO SEE AN 

INTERNATIONALLY ACCEPTED EXTENSION OE HER JURISDICTIONS. 

BUT THE PRESSURE IS HAVING ITS EEEECT, AS EVIDENT IN THIS 

NEW STEP, AND THE GOC MAY EELL EORCED TO TAKE EURTHER ACTION. 

JOHNSON 
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